BLUE CARD
CRITICAL FIREGROUND FACTORS

FIRST ARRIVING OFFICERS FOCUS ON FACTORS IN RED

VARIABLE FACTORS
Fire
· Size
· Extent
· Location
· Stage
· Most dangerous direction of travel
· Time of involvement
· Fire load
· Type & amount of product left to burn
· Product of combustion liberation
· What is fire perimeter
· How widespread is the fire
· Ability to operate on fire 

Life Hazard
· Location of occupants
· Number of occupants
· Condition of occupants
· Incapacities of occupants
· Resources required for search
· Fire control required for search
· EMS needs
· Fire effect on victims
· Exposures
· Hazards for Firefighters
· Access to victims
· Escape routes 

Resources

· Staffing & Equipment On-Scene
· Staffing & Equipment Responding
· Staffing & Equipment Available
· Estimate on Response times
· Condition of Responders
· Capability of Personnel
· Capability of Command staff
· Hydrants & Water Supply
· Built-in Protection Systems 

Action
· Effect current action is having
· Areas not yet covered
· Stage of operations (tactical priorities)
· Remote IC set-up
· Is an effective IAP in place
· Is an effective organization in place
· What is the worst thing that can happen
· Are operating positions effective
· Are there enough resources
· Are we operating safely
· Is layering in place
Special Circumstances
· Time of day/night
· Day of week
· Season
· Holidays
· Special Events
· Weather
· Social unrest 

FIXED FACTORS
Building
· Size – Area & Height
· Interior arrangement
· Construction type
· Age
· Condition
· Value
· Compartmentation/separation
· Outside openings
· Utility characteristics
· Effect the fire has had on structure
· Time projection on fire effects
· How much is left to burn 

Occupancy
· Specific occupancy
· Type – business, mercantile, public assembly, institutional, industrial, residential, storage, high rise, 
· Value associated with occupancy
· Status – open, closed, occupied,     vacant, abandoned, under const.
· Type of contents
· Time – as it affects use
· Loss control
Arrangement
· Distance of external exposures
· Combustibility of exposures
· Access, arrangement of internal exposures
· Value of exposures
· Most dangerous direction of fire extension
· Fire effect on exposures
· Barriers or obstruction to operations
· Limitations on apparatus movement
· Multiple Buildings
